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In the present days, we are living in a world which shows a tendency of the
discourse impact to society. It can be seen in many aspects of our life such as
economical, political, social, and cultural aspects. By using a particular
discourse, for instance, a political leader can convince his/her own people on
certain issues so that he/she is able to shape public opinion and the people
agree with him/her regarding a decision is going to be taken to overcome a
problem. Therefore, discourse has been a field of study that draws attention to
many scientists. There are, actually, many earlier books discussing the related
topic.  Some  of  them  are The Grammar of Discourse (Longacre 1983),
Discourse Analysis (Brown and Yule 1983), Text and Discourse Analysis
(Salkie 1995), Texts and Practices Reading in Critical Discourse Analysis
(Caldas-Coulthard 1996), and Discourse of Advertising (Cook 1996). The
exploration on discourse from various points of view in those books makes us
aware of the wide-ranging discourse analysis. Talking about discourse means
we will be concerned with nouns and verbs as two important elements of it.
Ricoeur (1976) mentioned it as the basic signs which are connected in a
synthesis which goes beyond the words.

Different from the books mentioned above, The Power of Language:
How Discourse Influences Society, emphasizes the role of language in
producing and maintaining powerful relations. This book provides a
comprehensive methodological guide to critical analysis by combining a
functional theory of language with a critical approach to the analysis of
discourse. It is preceded by an Introduction which guides the readers to the
focus of the book, namely on how power in society is realized through
language. The purpose of the book is to provide readers with a comprehensive
methodology to critically analyze a wide variety of types of verbal and visual
texts (p. 2). The terms of ‘discourse’ and ‘text’ are used interchangeably in this
book. The first term is used to refer to the general categories of language found
in descriptive labels such as racist discourse or gendered discourse. The second
one is used to refer to a particular language sample that has been selected for
analysis (p. 2).

The reviewed book consists of eight chapters. Each chapter attempts to
explain different types of discourse from various issues in order to yield a
comprehensive study concerning the influences of the discourse to society. In
the first chapter, Language in Time of War,  the writers  start  with a  reason of
analyzing “discourse”. It is said that in “this Information Age we are
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bombarded with discourse from every direction that we live” (p. 7). They, for
example, can be found on all kinds of media such as televisions, films,
newspapers, articles, magazines, documentaries, etc. By analyzing such a
variety of discourse we will get a greater understanding of the role that
language plays in producing and reproducing social inequalities as they relate
to issues such as race and gender (p. 8). The writers also begin by providing
tools to analyze different types of discourse used in a variety of situations. An
approach offered by the writers is Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) which
focuses on linguistic analysis to expose misrepresentation, discrimination, or
particular positions of power in all kinds of public discourse such as political
speeches, newspapers, and advertisements. In this part, a sample discourse
given here is a “call to arms”. It occurs when a national or military leader uses
words in a way that he/she hopes will convince citizens or soldiers to mount an
offensive against an enemy (p. 9). In this chapter, the readers are introduced by
the kinds of questions on discourse from the perspective of Systemic
Functional Linguistic (SFL) and CDA.

The second chapter, Language and Gender, explores the issue of the
relationship between language and gender. In the beginning of their
explanation, the writers suggest an appropriate definition of gender in
accordance with CDA, which is “sexual identity, especially in relation to
society and culture” because the issues of gender between men and women are
about social construction, not about biological ones (p. 36). This chapter
elaborates the usage of the SFL perspective through Ideational Metafunction
aspect. It covers the participants, processes, and circumstances in a discourse.
The types of discourse used here is called the Brain Sex discourse and
‘Melanie Speaks’ discourse.

The third chapter, Language and Racism,  presents the issue of racism
examined from the perspectives of SFL and CDA. It mainly focuses on another
aspect of SFL as another general function of language, namely Interpersonal
Metafunction which concerns the attitudes and stances of interactants about the
related issue. The function has to do with two related aspects of discourse: how
people exchange information, and the speech roles that people play when they
interact with one another (p. 70). In this sense, this chapter deals with Mood –
one aspect of the Interpersonal Metafunction – which involves statements,
questions, and commands.

In the previous three chapters, the writers have presented three
different issues, namely political language, language and gender, and language
and racism. The fourth chapter introduces Language and Advertising, studied
through Textual Metafunction. The advertisement to be analyzed here is called
the  Forester  ad.  (a  sport  utility  vehicle),  and  Legacy  GT  ad.  Two  essential
elements needed here are cohesion (which refers to the internal connection
among clauses) and coherence (which refers to the external connection
between the discourse and the situation in which it occurs) (p. 107). In this
chapter, the cohesion can be achieved by using ellipsis, anaphoric reference,
and repetition. Apart from that, an aspect of the Textual Metafunction, Theme,
is discussed as well. There are three kinds of Themes, namely Topical Themes,
Interpersonal Themes, and Textual Themes.
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The fifth chapter, Language and Organizations, explores two things.
Firstly, it describes organizations and discourse. Secondly, it examines the role
of language in organizations. The texts studied in this chapter are taken from
different levels of organizations such as international, national,
state/provincial, and institutional settings. An international organization drawn
here is the IMF (the International Monetary Fund), whereas the national level
organization is the United States Department of Health and Human Resources.
There  are  also  texts  produced  by  the  provincial  level  such  as  a  communiqué
from the Deputy Minister to the Premier of the province of British Colombia in
Canada and by academic institutional level such as a communiqué from the
administration of a large Canadian university, McGill, in Montreal. All of the
texts published by various organizations of different levels as mentioned above
show the language choices which can reflect the hierarchical power in those
organizations.

The sixth chapter, Visual and Verbal Modes of Communication,
discusses multimodal analysis and the examination of the interplay between
visual and verbal modes of communication. In  this  chapter,  the  writers  start
with  a  critic’s  view  from  a  theorist,  E.  H.  Gombrich,  namely  the  art  critic’s
view on the importance of the visual: “Ours is a visual age. We are bombarded
with pictures from morning till night. Opening our newspaper at breakfast, we
see photographs of men and women in the news, and raising our eyes from the
paper, we encounter the picture on the cereal package…” (p. 169). Through
this chapter, the readers will see the examination of multimodal resources from
educational settings and the print media through the lens of SFL especially on
the issues of power and ideology.

The seventh chapter, Spoken Language and Power,  presents  forms of
dialogic discourse such as informal conversation, a media interview, and types
of oral courtroom discourse. Through these various settings, the readers are
invited to examine how the context of a language event influences spoken
discourse.

The last chapter, chapter eight, Language in Modern Trends, examines
four major discursive trends of the late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries, namely technicalization, conversationalization, marketization, and
globalization. The first trend refers to the introduction of technical language
and the language of experts into the social policy domain. The second one,
otherwise, transfers the features of personal conversation into public domains.
Meanwhile, the third trend, marketization, refers to the infiltration of
discursive elements of the commodities market into other discursive realms
such as politics and education, whereas the last one constitutes a process of
increasing interdependence and integration of social, cultural, political, and
economic processes across local, national, regional, and global levels.

Based  on  the  contents  of  the  book  as  presented  above,  it  can  be  said
that the book has given a different touch by providing various types of
discourse from different issues including some approaches to discourse
analysis. Although not all issues happening in the society are presented in the
book,  at  least  it  has  tried  to  explore  some  issues  as  representations  to  those
occurring in our real world.



Fanny Henry Tondo

130

What I am going to say here is that by examining the importance of
doing analysis on discourse and what the book has presented, we should
appreciate a contribution given by the writers of the book in raising the
capability of students in analyzing discourse from different types of issues. In
other words, by reading and studying the book, the students can be trained to
work  with  discourse  so  that  they  can  attain  a  better  analytical  skill  on
discourse, particularly on the ability to use SFL and CDA.

In addition, the book provides the readers with some useful things such
as practices, discussions, applications, CDA questions, and CDA in its chapters
related to the topics being discussed. I am of the opinion that this book is good
and highly recommended for university students as well as for any readers
interested in discourse.
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